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RO’A Center for Political and Strategic Studies

RO’A Center for Political and Strategic Studies is a Palestinian non-profit
association based in Ramallah. Its work is grounded in the principles of
justice, inclusion and self-determination. It serves as a collaborative space
that brings together Palestinian, regional and international actors to address
the political, social, geographical and intellectual fragmentation and erasure

experienced by the Palestinian people.

Headquarters: Ramallah, Palestine aads ely Akl
Email: info@roa.ps Email: info@roa.ps

Website: www.roa.ps Website: www.roa.ps
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“Where can we bring Palestinians together,
if not in historic Palestine?’
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The Palestinian Narrative
Programme

Palestine and its people have a long and
deeply rooted history, one shaped by many
challenges and events across time. More
recently, amid the genocide war on Gaza'
and the repeated attacks on the West Bank
and occupied Jerusalem, Palestinians have
often been seen only through the lens of
their suffering, struggle and resilience. Yet
Palestine and the Palestinians are far more
than that. Palestine and the Palestinians are
a civilization, a geography, a history, a living
and ever-renewing identity, a vibrant culture,
a rich human heritage, an unbreakable
creativity and the story of a people who
write their existence every day, despite every
attempt that contribute to their erasure. The
attempts to strip Palestinians of their original
Palestinian identity, and even worse, of their
humanity, is not an incidental or exceptional
aspect of the genocide war. Rather, it is one
of the tools the Israeli settler colonialism use,
which is built on erasure. It is a part of a
broader plan to fragment the Palestinian
people from one another and from their
homeland at every level. This is done as a
strategy that enables the settler colonial
project to control Palestinians and to
entrench their atomization. Palestinians,
especially the younger generations, carry
diverse and different narratives inherited
from their grandparents and from the
generations before them. It is no surprise
that these narratives often begin with the
major event, the catastrophe after which,
suffering and struggles have continued to
unfold until today, the Nakba of 1948.

However, Palestinian history should not
begin with the Nakba. The Nakba was not
the beginning, but rather a painful rupture
within geopolitical, regional and global
transformations shaped by the plans of
powerful actors at the end of the 19th
century, from the late Ottoman period and
onwards, and by imperial projects that
promised the land of historic Palestine to the
Zionist movement.2

Despite the plurality, diversity and
differences of the Palestinian narratives, the
Palestinian people are united by a history
that preceded that “rupture”, which
fragmented the nation on more than one
level, most importantly geographically. One
history, for one people? Here, the
Palestinian narrative therefore emerges as a
fundamental structural element grounded in
this history. It positions Palestinians as actors
in their cause, not passive subjects.
Palestinians and their narrative become the
starting point that shapes their choices,
struggles, acceptance of difference and
change, self-knowledge, culture and
connection with their people, and most
importantly self-determination.

This booklet, with its rich and diverse
components, is intended as an output that
presents the Palestinian narrative as an
experimental tool for working towards a
more cohesive Palestinian nation, despite
the diversity of its narratives. RO'A Center for
Political and Strategic Studies’ Palestinian
Narrative Program, Mayroun, is a first step in
this direction.



—named after a depopulated Palestinian
village in northern historic Palestine, west of
Safad, is a project implemented by ROA
Center for Political and Strategic Studies. It
focuses on the Palestinian narrative as a
space of knowledge, memory and
belonging. The project brought together the
historical dimension and chronology of
Palestinian events from the late Ottoman
period, led by Palestinian historian Dr
Johnny Mansour, with this historical track
forming the grounding foundation of the
project and the basis on which its various
components are built. It also brought in the
intangible heritage and the nostalgic
dimension of the personal experiences of
Palestinian refugees, led by researcher Tareq
Bakri, founder of the “We Were and We Are
Still Here” initiative. Mayroun brought these
two dimensions together to explore the
Palestinian narrative as a flowing entity,
invisible yet deeply felt, one that reveals to
the participants their Palestinian identity
beyond tangible or geographical presence
and draws on collective consciousness and
emotional belonging. Mayroun brought
together Palestinian participants, with all
their diverse experiences, from inside and
outside of Palestine, representing different
geographical areas, including villages, cities
and camps. In this sense, Mayroun became
an inclusive Palestinian program, built on
historical foundations and facts, rooted in
the Palestinian intangible heritage and in
what lies beyond the material, especially
when the participants did not know one
another personally.



The workshop concluded with Mr. Jihad
Harb, -Political Analyst and Founder of Thabat
Center for Survey Research and Polling-, within a
space grounded in dialogue, sharing
experiences, analysis, reflection and
collective storytelling. Participants analyzed
the intersection of memory, space and the
formation of individual and collective
identities, in order to conclude with possible
pathways and experimental tools to
embody the cohesive narrative seed that
had taken root within them. This enabled
them to become a cohesive group, united by
a shared narrative and held together by
different stories and accounts. It also marked
the beginning of an effort to fill the social
cohesion gaps and strengthen a living
Palestinian sense of belonging, towards a
brighter future. So, this narrative may hold
Palestinians together, both in Palestine and
in the diaspors, and help maximize
international solidarity with them.

! International Court of Justice, Application of the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide (South Africa v. Israel), Order on
Provisional Measures of 26 January 2024, in which the
Court found that the allegations concerning
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip being subjected to acts
that may fall within the scope of the crime of genocide
were “plausible”.

2 The Balfour Declaration was a statement issued in
1917 by the British Government, through its then
Foreign Secretary, Arthur Balfour, pledging support for
the establishment of a “national home for the Jewish
people” in Palestine, while disregarding the existence
of the indigenous Palestinian population. The
Declaration is considered one of the key milestones
that paved the way for the Zionist project under the
British Mandate.

 Dr Johnny Mansour: “The subtitle of Palestine and
the Palestinians, One People, One History, indicates
that despite all the geographical and political divisions
and fragmentations that have divided the Palestinian
people, this people continue to carry one history on its
shoulders and remains connected to one homeland:
Palestine.”



ROA Center for Political and Strategic
Studies is a Palestinian non-profit
association headquartered in Ramallah.
Founded in early 2024 by researchers and
specialists, the Center is guided by the
principles of justice, inclusion and
self-determination. It provides 3a
collaborative space that brings together
Palestinian, regional and international actors
to address the systematic political, social,
geographical and intellectual fragmentation
and erasure experienced by the Palestinian
people as a result of the Israeli
settler-colonial occupation.

About RO’A Center

ROA Center's work is built around two
strategic pillars: conducting evidence-based
research and implementing community
engagement  programs  rooted  in
communication and collaboration. This
work is guided by a “theory and practice”
approach. Through this methodology, the
Center provides a foundation for relevant
Palestinian, regional, and international
stakeholders and creates safe spaces where
pluralism is valued and channeled towards
constructive  change.  These  efforts
contribute to laying the foundations for fair
socio-political representation, strengthening
cohesion among Palestinian generations
and across geographical diversity, and
developing  stronger  regional  and
international partnerships.
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o The Palestinian Civil Society is Represented and Integrated in the Palestinian
Political Scene. ﬁ

. Cohesive and Inclusionary Mindset in Palestinian Political Processes

o Stronger and Cohesive Palestinian Social Fabric (Tackling Intergenerational an

Social Group Gaps)

Affirming the Palestinian Narrative Presence in Regional and International Civil

Society Platforms (Through Shared Programmes)

Creating a Palestinian Platform and Data-base for Research and Curation
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Tareq Bakri
(Abu Ziad) /i

The program will be led by three trainers who form its
intellectual and experiential pillars. Dr Johnny Mansour
will frame the historical dimension by presenting the
Palestinian timeline and laying 'the knowledge
foundation on which the project is built. Tarek Bakri,
founder of the “We Were and Still Are.. Here" initiative,
will explore the emotional and nostalgic dimension
through the personal experiences of refugees and the
connection between memory and belonging. Jihad Harb
will lead an analytical dialogue on the intersections of
memory, place and identity, enabling participants to
develop a deeper understanding of the Palestinian
narrative as a shared collective experience.

| \‘ Mr Jihad Harb}
Tayr Bandan

(Ramla)
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