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The Israeli occupying state has continued its aggressive military operations in the West Bank, particularly targeting
the Jenin, Tulkarm, and Tubas governorates. Over the course of these raids, which began on August 28, 2024, at
least 24 Palestinians have been killed, including eight in Jenin, five in Tulkarm, and four in Tubas. More than 30
others have been injured, and numerous homes have been raided, with civilians subjected to harsh field
interrogations. Moreover, the Israeli occupying forces have besieged refugee camps, blocked access to medical
facilities, and caused extensive destruction to infrastructure, including roads, water, and sewage systems.

In Jenin, the Israeli occupying state has intensified its siege, with military reinforcements brought in amidst violent
clashes. The situation has grown increasingly dire, with electricity cut off in large parts of the city and the camp,
including the main hospitals, which are now relying on generators and dwindling water supplies. The occupation
forces have obstructed the work of medical staff and restricted access to hospitals, exacerbating the aggression.

This ongoing aggression is being compared to the extensive military operations conducted by the Israeli occupying
state in Jenin during 2002, which left the city and its refugee camp heavily damaged. The current assault has led to
the destruction of around 70% of Jenin's streets and 20 kilometers of water and sewage networks, leaving 80% of
the refugee camp without access to water. The Jenin municipality has reported that citizens have been forced to
evacuate their homes, which have been turned into military barracks by the occupying forces.

International human rights organizations have condemned the actions of the Israeli occupying state as potential war
crimes, emphasizing that as an occupying power, it has a legal obligation to allow access to humanitarian aid.
Kenneth Roth, former head of Human Rights Watch, has criticized the military's approach of targeting the civilian
population under the pretext of fighting militants, describing it as a clear violation of international law.

In the end, the siege of Jenin and the broader aggression across the West Bank are part of the most extensive
military operations by the Israeli occupying state in the region in decades. This ongoing oppression has resulted in
widespread destruction, significant civilian casualties, and a deepening humanitarian crisis, further straining the
already fragile conditions in the occupied Palestinian territories. All the while, the international community continues
its futile attempts to call for an end to the violence and for the Israeli occupying state to meet its obligations under
international law.
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Under Israel i  occupat ion, the pl ight of  Palest inian prisoners has long been marked by
severe hardships,  character ized by restr ic t ive condit ions,  l imited r ights,  and widespread
abuse. However,  the escalat ion of host i l i t ies s ince October 7th,  2023, has brought an
unprecedented intensi f icat ion of these condit ions,  with violence and brutal i ty in prisons
reaching alarming levels.  Reports have surfaced of increased torture,  the widespread use
of sol i tary conf inement,  and even more str ingent restr ic t ions on legal and family access.
The scale of arrests has also surged, with over 9,623 Palest inians from Gaza and the
West Bank detained in Israel i  pr isons as of July 2024.

The s i tuat ion for Palest inian prisoners has grown peri lously oppressive,  with Israel i
pr isons becoming increasingly isolated from internat ional scrut iny. A comprehensive
report  by B’Tselem, based on test imonies from 55 Palest inians,  reveals a systematic
pol icy of abuse and torture that permeates mult iple aspects of  pr ison l i fe.  This inc ludes
severe overpopulat ion, a lack of sunl ight,  denial  of  contact  with the outs ide world,
restr ic t ions on rel igious pract ices,  conf iscat ion of personal belongings,  and prolonged
periods of darkness.  Moreover,  the report  detai ls  various forms of physical  and
psychological  abuse, inc luding s leep deprivat ion, violence during prisoner transfers,  and
the use of sexual violence as a tool  of  subjugat ion. The deprivat ion of adequate l iv ing
condit ions is  further exacerbated by the lack of medical  treatment,  food shortages,  and
even the cut t ing off  of  water suppl ies.

These condit ions s tarkly violate internat ional law, which unequivocal ly prohibi ts  torture
under al l  c ircumstances.  The Convent ion against  Torture (CAT),  the Internat ional
Covenant on Civi l  and Pol i t ical  Rights ( ICCPR),  and the Rome Statute,  al l  rat i f ied by
Israel ,  def ine these pract ices as ser ious cr imes. The Fourth Geneva Convent ion mandates
the humane treatment of  pr isoners,  demanding that they be provided with adequate
l iv ing condit ions,  inc luding proper hygiene, suff ic ient  food and water,  appropriate
clothing, and regular access to exercise and fresh air .  Yet ,  the test imonies of Palest inian
prisoners indicate that these standards are consis tent ly f louted, with many detainees
enduring s leep deprivat ion, extreme cold,  s tarvat ion, and poor hygiene—each a c lear
contravent ion of internat ional law.

Recent reports further substant iate the systematic abuse of Palest inian prisoners,
documenting widespread instances of both physical  and psychological  torture.
Test imonies descr ibe brutal  beat ings,  the use of torture devices,  and the deployment of
at tack dogs as part  of  an off ic ial  pol icy seemingly endorsed by the Israel i  s tate.  This
points to a broader pattern of s tate-sanct ioned violence, rais ing ser ious concerns about
the commission of war cr imes and cr imes against  humanity.
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Sleep deprivat ion, in part icular,  is  a recurrent theme in detainees'  test imonies,  with
Israel i  pr ison guards employing tact ics such as loud music,  br ight l ights,  and screaming
into microphones to rob prisoners of  rest .  This method of torture represents a profound
violat ion of the detainees’  r ights to bodi ly and mental  integri ty,  as wel l  as their  r ight to
heal th.  Despi te the c lear mandate of internat ional law that pr isoners be treated with
digni ty and protected from harm during transport ,  reports of  severe abuse during
transfers are r i fe.  Detainees of ten suffer beat ings,  bl indfolding, and shackl ing during
these poorly monitored transfers,  of ten resul t ing in death.

The issue of sexual violence as a method of torture further i l lustrates the extent to which
internat ional norms are being disregarded. Despi te internat ional law's absolute
prohibi t ion of such pract ices,  test imonies from Palest inian detainees reveal that sexual
violence is  frequent ly employed as a form of torture and control .  This inc ludes geni tal
beat ings,  forced nudity,  sexual assaul t ,  and gang violence by soldiers and prison
guards,  with some accounts detai l ing part icular ly egregious incidents of  rape.

The ongoing abuses faced by Palest inian prisoners under Israel i  occupat ion raise
profound quest ions about the eff icacy and enforcement of  internat ional human r ights
standards.  How can the internat ional community hold states accountable when such
blatant violat ions persis t? What mechanisms need to be strengthened or reformed to
ensure that the r ights of  pr isoners are upheld? As these atroci t ies cont inue, the global
community must grapple with i ts  role in ei ther enabl ing or confront ing such systematic
injust ices.

As these atroci t ies cont inue unchecked, i t  becomes increasingly c lear that the real  test  is
not just  in holding perpetrators accountable but in confront ing the profound complic i ty of
a world that al lows such injust ices to f lourish.  This s truggle is  as much about the
resi l ience and resis tance of those oppressed as i t  is  about the fai lures of the global
community.  What wi l l  i t  take for al l  of  us—across borders,  ideologies,  and experiences—
to turn col lect ive outrage into tangible change?

                                                                                                       Btselem
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The ongoing genocide in Gaza, dr iven by the
Israel i  occupying state,  has created a catastrophic
environment where even basic publ ic  heal th
ini t iat ives are overshadowed by the extreme
violence and deprivat ion that def ine dai ly l i fe.
The recent pol io vaccinat ion campaign, aimed at
protect ing around 640,000 chi ldren under the age
of 10, is  a s tark reminder of the broader,  more
profound cr is is  that Palest inian chi ldren face. This
effort ,  whi le vi tal ,  is  being conducted amidst
overwhelming brutal i ty,  displacement,  and a deep
mistrust  toward al l  ent i t ies involved, inc luding the
internat ional community,  which has played a
complic i t  role in the suffer ing.

The resurgence of pol io in Gaza, with the f i rs t
conf irmed case in 25 years,  highl ights the dire
state of publ ic  heal th under the oppressive
condit ions imposed by the Israel i  occupat ion. The
spread of this  highly contagious virus,  which can
cause irreversible paralysis  or death, has forced
heal th authori t ies to take act ion. However,  the
genocidal  campaign waged by the Israel i
occupying forces has severely undermined the
effect iveness of such intervent ions.  Famil ies,
displaced and l iv ing in overcrowded, unsani tary
shel ters,  are batt l ing not just  the threat of  disease
but also the broader consequences of a col lapsed
infrastructure,  rampant malnutr i t ion, and constant
violence.

In these shel ters and hospi tals ,  which are barely
funct ioning due to the relent less aggression, the
vaccinat ion campaign unfolds as just  one smal l
part  of  a much larger s truggle for survival .  The
deter iorat ing l iv ing condit ions,  marked by a lack
of c lean water,  adequate sani tat ion, and access
to basic medical  care,  have made Palest inian
chi ldren highly vulnerable to a range of diseases.
The constant exposure to violence and the
inabi l i ty to access consis tent  heal thcare have
made the f ight against  pol io just  one of many
batt les these chi ldren face.

There is  a pervasive mistrust  among Palest inians,
not just  toward the vaccinat ion efforts ,  but
toward al l  internat ional intervent ions,  which are
seen as part  of  the machinery that perpetuates
their  suffer ing. Many famil ies,  who have seen
their  chi ldren ki l led or maimed by Israel i  bombs,
are deeply skept ical  of  the motives behind these
heal th campaigns.  This mistrust  is  compounded by
the fact  that the same internat ional community
that now seeks to vaccinate their  chi ldren has
long turned a bl ind eye to the dai ly atroci t ies
commit ted against  them, or worse, has been
complic i t  in their  oppression.

The focus on vaccinat ion, whi le important,  fai ls  to
address the core issue: the ongoing genocide and
the severe impact of  the Israel i  occupat ion on
every aspect  of  l i fe in Palest ine,  speci f ical ly in
Gaza. The heal th cr is is  facing Palest inian chi ldren
is not just  a resul t  of  disease, but of  a systematic
campaign of violence and deprivat ion that has
destroyed the very fabric of  their  society.  The
root causes of this  cr is is  are pol i t ical  and
structural ,  and unt i l  these are addressed, ef forts
to protect  chi ldren from diseases l ike pol io wi l l
remain superf ic ial ,  offer ing temporary rel ief  at
best .

The current s i tuat ion forces a cr i t ical  examinat ion
of al l  actors involved, inc luding the internat ional
ent i t ies that have enabled or ignored the
suffer ing of Palest inian chi ldren. What role do
these ent i t ies play in sustaining the condit ions
that al low such cr ises to cont inue? How can the
real  sources of this  ongoing violence and
deprivat ion be confronted? The answers to these
quest ions are crucial  to achieve a just  and safe
future for Palest inian chi ldren, a future that is
free from oppression.
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The genocide in Gaza cont inues to devastate l ives,  with women bearing the brunt of
unimaginable hardships.  Under the relent less violence, Palest inian women f ind
themselves at  the mercy of forces beyond their  control ,  enduring forced displacement,
arbi trary detent ion, and brutal  mistreatment.  Their  experiences are marked by str ip
searches,  publ ic  humil iat ion, and various forms of torture,  which have only intensi f ied as
the war rages on. These are not just  v iolat ions—they are acts that s tr ip away digni ty,
layer by layer,  leaving deep, unhealable wounds.

Displacement and Basic Needs: The mass displacement of  nearly 1 mi l l ion women and
gir ls  in Gaza has created a s i tuat ion where even the most basic necessi t ies are
luxuries.  Pr ivacy is  a dis tant memory, and the lack of essent ial  hygiene products
forces women into degrading compromises,  using whatever scraps they can f ind to
manage their  menstruat ion. In these condit ions,  digni ty is  not just  lost—it  is
obl i terated. The day-to-day existence for these women is  a s truggle against  a t ide of
indigni t ies,  each one a reminder of the l i fe they no longer have.

Economic Struggles:  Gaza’s shattered economy has lef t  women in a state of profound
desperat ion. Those who were already on the margins—struggl ing to f ind work, to
provide for their  famil ies—are now pushed to the brink. The blockade crushes any
semblance of opportuni ty,  part icular ly for female-headed households that now teeter
on the edge of survival .  The rel iance on humanitar ian aid is  a bi t ter real i ty,  offer ing
too l i t t le,  too late,  and eroding any sense of independence these women once held.
Their  roles as educators,  healers,  and leaders in their  communit ies are now memories
of a t ime when they st i l l  had something to give.

Heal th Chal lenges:  The decimation of Gaza’s heal th sector has created a landscape
where access to medical  care is  a dis tant hope rather than a guarantee. For women,
this means facing pregnancy and chi ldbir th in condit ions that are not just  inadequate,
but dangerous.  Thousands of women are giving bir th in overcrowded, f i l thy
environments where the r isk of infect ion, complicat ion, or death looms large.
Malnutr i t ion and the scarci ty of  medical  suppl ies make each bir th a batt le for survival
—one that many do not win. The increasing number of miscarr iages and deaths
among premature babies is  not just  a s tat is t ic ;  i t  is  a s i lent  scream echoing through
the ruins of Gaza’s heal th infrastructure.
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Psychosocial  Impact :  The psychological  scars inf l ic ted by cont inuous violence are deep
and unrelent ing. Women in Gaza are not just  survivors—they are prisoners of  their
own minds, trapped in a cycle of  trauma that leaves them paralyzed with fear and
despair.  PTSD, anxiety,  and depression are not just  condi t ions;  they are the dai ly
real i t ies that make each day a struggle to endure. The need for mental  heal th support
is  overwhelming, yet  these services are as scarce as everything else,  leaving women
to navigate their  pain alone, in s i lence.

Impact on Educat ion: The war has r ipped apart  the educat ional opportuni t ies for
women and gir ls ,  leaving a void where hope for the future once exis ted. Schools l ie
in ruins,  and with them, the dreams of young women who once saw educat ion as a
path to a bet ter l i fe.  Now, that path is  blocked, and the future is  bleak. This loss is
not just  personal—it  is  communal,  a severing of the t ies that bind a society together
and propel  i t  forward.

Chal lenges of Displacement:  Displacement has forced women into l iv ing condit ions
that defy descr ipt ion—overcrowded, unsani tary,  and ut ter ly dehumanizing. The
destruct ion of their  homes means more than just  a loss of  shel ter;  i t  is  the obl i terat ion
of a sense of safety,  of  ident i ty,  of  belonging. In these condit ions,  women are
isolated from the support  networks that once offered them strength, leaving them
vulnerable to exploi tat ion and abuse. The dai ly s truggle to secure food, water,  and
medical  care becomes a f ight for survival ,  where the weakest  are of ten the ones who
suffer the most.

Gender-Based Violence: The violence inf l ic ted on women in Gaza is  not just  a
byproduct  of  war;  i t  is  a del iberate weapon. The trauma of genocide spi l ls  over into
homes, where women face increased r isks of abuse and exploi tat ion. The
dis integrat ion of social  s tructures leaves them exposed, vulnerable,  and of ten alone
in their  suffer ing. This v iolence is  not just  physical—it  is  psychological ,  spir i tual ,  and
cul tural ,  leaving scars that go far beyond the immediate pain and suffer ing.

The war in Gaza is  not just  a pol i t ical  or mi l i tary conf l ic t ;  i t  is  a profound human
catastrophe that crushes the l ives of women under i ts  weight.  The resi l ience these women
display is  not a testament to their  s trength but a ref lect ion of the unimaginable burdens
they are forced to bear.  As the world looks on, the quest ion is  not just  what can be
done, but whether anything wi l l  be done to protect  these women from further harm, to
restore their  digni ty,  and to offer them a future that is  not def ined by violence and loss.
The s i lence of the internat ional community is  deafening, and the cost  of  that s i lence is
measured in l ives shattered beyond repair.

                                                                                                      Reform
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