
QUARTERLY

ISSUE NO.1

Normalization is commonly understood as the process of making something
abnormal, unusual, or problematic appear acceptable and routine. In
international relations, it often refers to establishing regular, peaceful
relations between entities previously in conflict or non-aligned. This shift is
typically marked by diplomatic recognition, trade agreements, and various
forms of cooperation, signaling a move from hostility to peaceful
coexistence (Barnett & Duvall, 2005; Buzan, 2004).

However, normalization is not merely a political or diplomatic act; it
involves a deeper process of conditioning public perceptions and narratives
to accept new realities, even when those realities conflict with principles of
justice, equality, or historical grievances (Foucault, 1977). Therefore,
normalization is not value-neutral; it encompasses power dynamics that
favor political or economic interests over ethical considerations, often
prioritizing the interests of dominant powers (Buzan, 2004; Said, 1978).

Throughout this bulletin, the term "Israel" is referred to as the Israeli
occupying state, in accordance with international law and United Nations
resolutions, including UN Security Council Resolution 242 (1967) and
General Assembly Resolution 194 (1948), which call for the withdrawal of
Israeli forces from occupied territories and the recognition of Palestinian
rights to self-determination and sovereignty. The Israeli occupying state’s
ongoing policies of military occupation, annexation, and systemic
discrimination against Palestinians violate international humanitarian law,
including the Fourth Geneva Convention. Numerous international
organizations, such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch,
have described these actions as apartheid, and some argue they amount to
genocidal practices under the Genocide Convention (Amnesty International,
2022; Human Rights Watch, 2021; United Nations, 1948).

This bulletin critically addresses normalization agreements in the context of
these ongoing legal violations, systemic oppression, and the broader impact
on Palestinian lives.
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B. From a Palestinian Perspective:

From a Palestinian perspective, normalization—especially
with the Israeli occupying state—represents a legitimization
of ongoing injustices. Without resolving key issues such as
the end of military occupation, settlement expansion, the right
of return for refugees, and recognition of Palestinian
statehood, normalization is perceived as complicit in the
perpetuation of Palestinian subjugation (Barakat, 2020;
Bishara, 2018). Palestinians argue that true normalization
can only follow compliance with international law and
respect for Palestinian rights, not as a precursor to those
conditions being met (Said, 1978).

Normalization, in the context of Palestine, is perceived as the
acceptance of imposed realities, such as the ongoing military
occupation, the blockade of Gaza, systemic discrimination
against Palestinians, and the most recent year-long genocide
in Gaza (Bishara, 2018; Pappé, 2018). For Palestinians,
normalization agreements often signify the abandonment of
their cause by former allies and an international community
that prioritizes strategic and economic interests over justice
and human life (Bishara, 2018; Farsakh, 2021).

Definition of Normalization

A. Normalisation Defined:
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1. 1948 - The Nakba and Creat ion of the Israel i
Occupying State

The Nakba ("catastrophe") in 1948 marked the mass
displacement of over 700,000 Pales t inians during the
creat ion of the Israel i  occupying s tate. This foundat ional
event is  key to unders tanding Pales t inian resis tance and
grievances. The Nakba remains a symbol of Pales t inian
dispossession, which normalizat ion ef for ts ,  past  and
present,  of ten fai l  to address (Uni ted Nations, n.d.) .

2. 1979 - The Camp David Accords:

Egypt became the f i rs t  Arab s tate to normalize relat ions
with the Israel i  occupying s tate by s igning the Camp
David Accords in 1979, a move mediated by the Uni ted
States (Br i tannica, n.d.) .  Whi le viewed as a diplomatic
breakthrough, the t reaty s idel ined Pales t inian interes ts
and fractured Arab sol idari ty.  Pales t inians considered
the t reaty a betrayal as i t  pr ior i t ized Egypt ian nat ional
in teres ts wi thout achieving substant ial  progress on
Pales t inian r ights (Middle East  Moni tor,  2021).

3. 1993-1995 The Oslo Accords:

The Oslo Accords marked a major shi f t  by faci l i ta t ing
direct  negot iat ions between the Pales t inian L iberat ion
Organizat ion (PLO) and the Israel i  occupying s tate
(Visoka & Lemay-Hébert ,  2023). Ini t ia l ly heralded as a
step toward peace, the agreements fai led to resolve
cr i t ical  issues such as the r ight of return for refugees,
set t lement expansion, and the fu ture of Jerusalem.
Ins tead, Oslo entrenched a power imbalance and
al lowed the Israel i  occupying s tate to cont inue
expanding set t lements,  deepening Pales t inian
disenfranchisement (Human Rights Watch, 2021).

4. 1994 - The Wadi Araba Treaty:

The Wadi Araba Treaty, s igned between Jordan and the
Israel i  occupying s tate in 1994, normalized relat ions
fol lowing a 46-year s tate of war (Middle East  Moni tor,
2021). Al though i t  brought diplomatic and economic
benef i ts  to Jordan, many Pales t inians saw the t reaty as
another ins tance of Arab s tates normalizing relat ions 
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with the occupat ion s tate wi thout securing tangible
outcomes for Pales t inian sel f -determinat ion. The
agreement symbol ized a cont inuat ion of regional t rends
that pr ior i t ized s tate - to -s tate diplomacy at the expense of
addressing the root causes of the Pales t inian s t ruggle
against  the Israel i  occupying s tate.

5. 2020 - The Abraham Accords:

The Abraham Accords, s igned in 2020, marked a
signi f icant shi f t  in the regional pol i t ical  landscape. The
Uni ted Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, Sudan, and
Morocco normalized relat ions wi th the Israel i  occupying
state wi thout requir ing any concessions re lated to
Pales t inian r ights (Arab Center Washington DC, 2023).
These agreements,  brokered by the Uni ted States,
emphasized economic and securi ty cooperat ion over
addressing the Pales t inian issue, fur ther isolat ing
Pales t inians diplomatical ly and signal ing a real ignment
of regional pr ior i t ies (Arab Center DC, 2023).

6. Current Trends: Saudi Arabia and Others:

Saudi Arabia, al though yet to formal ize relat ions wi th the
Israel i  occupying s tate, has s ignaled a potent ial  shi f t
towards normalizat ion (Arab News, 2023). Recent
discussions indicate that Saudi Arabia is considering
such a move, mot ivated by securi ty and economic
interes ts rather than sol idari ty wi th the Pales t inian cause
(Axios, 2023). This ref lects broader t rends across the
Gulf  and the Middle East ,  where s tate - to -s tate
normalizat ion increasingly takes precedence over
addressing Pales t inian r ights and aspirat ions.
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Normalizat ion ref lects a profound geopol i t ical
real ignment where Arab s tates increasingly pr ior i t ize
economic and s t rategic al l iances over sol idari ty wi th
Pales t ine. This shi f t  s igni f ies a recal ibrat ion of Middle
Eastern power dynamics, where the Israel i  occupying
state is  in tegrated into a regional order aimed at
counter ing perceived threats l ike I ran (Brookings, 2023).

Arab s tates now view cooperat ion wi th the occupying
state as benef ic ial  for securi ty,  t rade, and technological
advancement,  thereby deprior i t iz ing the Pales t inian cause
in the process. This real ignment is  not jus t  a pol i t ical
shi f t ;  i t  is  a moral fai lure, normalizing occupat ion and
apartheid as acceptable components of regional
diplomacy.

Western inf luence plays a cr i t ical  role in pushing for
these normalizat ion agreements.  Western s tates—
part icular ly the Uni ted States—have long sought to
bols ter their  geopol i t ical  inf luence in the region by
maintaining the s tatus quo of Israel i  dominance (Arab
Center Washington DC, 2023). By framing normalizat ion
as a vic tory for peace and s tabi l i ty,  Western powers
at tempt to obscure the cont inued violence and oppression
of the occupat ion (Human Rights Watch, 2021). 

The real i ty is  that normalizat ion, wi thout addressing the
core issues of occupat ion, set t lements,  and refugees,
serves as a neocolonial  tool.  I t  reinforces the Israel i
occupying s tate’s control  over Pales t inian land and l ives,
enabl ing i t  to fur ther in tegrate in to the global economy
and regional pol i t ics wi thout being held accountable for
i ts  v iolat ions of in ternat ional law (Brookings, 2023).

Normalizat ion is thus not an act of peacemaking; i t  is  an
act of complici ty.  I t  a l lows the Israel i  occupying s tate to
present i tse l f  as a legi t imate actor on the world s tage
whi le cont inuing i ts  pol ic ies of ethnic c leansing,
set t lement expansion, and apartheid against  Pales t inians.
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Critical Angles of Analysis on Normalization

The agreements reached between Arab s tates and the
occupying s tate are, in essence, agreements to disregard
Pales t inian r ights.  This is  the cr i t ical  point  that must  be
highl ighted: normalizat ion, as i t  s tands, serves to
perpetuate the occupat ion, not to end i t .  I t  is  an
ins trument of control ,  used to legi t imize the Israel i
occupying s tate’s presence in the region whi le erasing
the Pales t inian people’s r ight to sel f -determinat ion (Arab
Reform, n.d.) .

From a Pales t inian perspect ive, normalizat ion agreements
are not jus t  pol i t ical  betrayals;  they represent a
fundamental  negat ion of the Pales t inian r ight to exis t  as a
people wi th their  own land, cul ture, and ident i ty.  They
undermine the moral foundat ions of in ternat ional law and
human r ights by al lowing the occupying s tate to escape
accountabi l i ty,  and they send a clear s ignal to
Pales t inians that their  s t ruggle is expendable. The fu ture
of normalizat ion, i f  le f t  unchal lenged, wi l l  only fur ther
entrench the sys tems of apartheid and occupat ion,
leaving Pales t inians wi th fewer al l ies,  less leverage, and
an ever -shr inking space for hope.
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Normalizat ion has had profound and devastat ing
impacts on Pales t inians across pol i t ical ,  economic,
societal ,  and psychological dimensions. Pol i t ical ly,
normalizat ion agreements have s igni f icant ly weakened
Pales t ine’s posi t ion on the global s tage by fragment ing
regional sol idari ty and reducing col lect ive pressure on
the Israel i  occupying s tate to address Pales t inian
grievances (Washington Ins t i tu te, n.d.) .  As more Arab
states normalize relat ions wi thout requir ing Israel i
concessions, the t radi t ional Arab s tance that l inked
peace wi th Pales t inian r ights has been di lu ted, leaving
Pales t inians feel ing abandoned on the internat ional
s tage. This f ragmentat ion undermines the uni f ied front
necessary to advocate ef fect ively for Pales t inian sel f -
determinat ion and adherence to in ternat ional law.

Economical ly,  normalizat ion has entrenched Pales t inian
dependency. The Israel i  occupying s tate gains access
to regional markets,  benef i t ing from trade and
technology partnerships, whi le Pales t inians remain
trapped in a colonial  sys tem of economic dependency
(Amnesty In ternat ional,  2022). The occupat ion controls
every aspect of Pales t inian l i fe—from the borders to
natural  resources—leaving the Pales t inian economy
st i f led and dependent on internat ional aid and Israel i
permi ts.  As Arab s tates now engage in economic
partnerships wi th the Israel i  occupying s tate, they
reinforce the very sys tems that oppress Pales t inians,
fur ther consol idat ing Israel i  control  over the region's
markets and resources, whi le Pales t inians remain
impoverished and excluded from the benef i ts  of
economic in tegrat ion.

Social ly,  normalizat ion has created deep fractures
within Pales t inian communi t ies,  fos ter ing
dis i l lus ionment and despair.  The normalizat ion of
elat ions wi th the Israel i  occupying s tate sends a c lear
message: the Pales t inian cause is no longer a prior i ty,
and the injus t ices faced by Pales t inians are not enough
to prevent regional s tates f rom pursuing their  own
interes ts (Arab Reform, n.d.) .

This creates in ternal divis ions, weakening the nat ional
movement and chal lenging the Pales t inian resis tance
ethos that has long def ined the s t ruggle for l iberat ion.
The cul tural  impact is  profound, as normalizat ion subt ly
pushes for a normalizat ion of the occupat ion i tse l f ,
present ing the s tatus quo as acceptable and
diminishing the s igni f icance of Pales t inian grievances. 

Psychological ly,  normalizat ion represents a form of
erasure. I t  te l ls  Pales t inians that their  s t ruggle, his tory,
and aspirat ions for sel f -determinat ion are i r re levant in
the face of geopol i t ical  expediency (Human Rights
Watch, 2021). The psychological to l l  of  this cannot be
unders tated. Pales t inians, who have resis ted for
generat ions, now face a regional consensus that
bypasses their  r ights.  The narrat ive is being reshaped:
coexis tence wi th the occupat ion s tate is  possible
without addressing sys temic inequal i ty and occupat ion.
In the end, this erasure of Pales t inian grievances not
only weakens their  col lect ive memory of resis tance but
also threatens to normalize the very sys tems of
oppression that seek to erase their  exis tence.

The Impact of Normalization on Palestinians

The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy
or position of RO’A Center.

Conclusion: The Future of Normalization
and Palestinian Rights
Normalizat ion, f rom a Pales t inian perspect ive, is
f raught wi th contradict ions and power dynamics that
favor the Israel i  occupying s tate whi le marginal izing
Pales t inian r ights.  Despi te being framed as s teps
towards peace, these ef for ts  of ten reinforce the s tatus
quo of occupat ion and inequal i ty,  undermining the
pursui t  of  jus t ice and sel f -determinat ion for
Pales t inians.

The fu ture of normalizat ion is l ikely to cont inue along a
path that pr ior i t izes geopol i t ical  al l iances and
economic benef i ts  over addressing the core grievances
of the Pales t inian people. This t rajectory r isks fur ther
destabi l iz ing the region as i t  fai ls  to resolve the
under lying conf l ic t  and perpetuates sys temic
oppression. Cont inued normalizat ion wi thout
meaningful  concessions wi l l  l ikely lead to increased
Pales t inian dis i l lus ionment and exacerbate regional
tensions, par t icular ly wi th countr ies opposed to the
occupying s tate (Brookings, 2023).

True normalizat ion, f rom a Pales t inian viewpoint ,
should not be about accept ing imposed real i t ies but
about achieving a jus t  and equi table resolut ion to the
Pales t inian Cause that respects Pales t inian r ights,
adheres to in ternat ional law, and recognizes the
his tor ical  injus t ices that underpin the ongoing s t ruggle.
I t  is  imperat ive for in ternat ional actors and Arab s tates
to prior i t ize jus t ice, accountabi l i ty,  and the fu l f i l lment
of Pales t inian aspirat ions over superf ic ial
normalizat ion ef for ts  that entrench the occupat ion.
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