
Israel's failure to 
comply with the 

"Roadmap for Peace"
The growing number of 

Israeli settlements in the 
Westbank

Public frustration with the 
negotiation approach

The Political Division

Legislative Elections

Israel, the United States, 
and the European Union 
refused to recognize the 

new Palestinian 
government.

25/1/2006

Timeline of Election Laws Amendments
What are the reasons for making amendments so 
close to the elections with such little time?

 What are the amendments to the laws?

 Who made the amendments?

The Palestinian elections are considered the first 
elections in the Arab world to be managed by an 
independent electoral commission, rather than by the 
Ministry of Interior it is the case in most Arab 
countries.

Oslo
A milestone in the process of building 

Palestinian state institutions and 
strengthening the emerging political 

process.

1994
Creation the 
Palestinian 
Authority

After Oslo

1993

Majority system in 16 electoral districts.
Candidacy is individual, and voting is 

individual.

1995

The Elections Protocol
Found in Olso 2

Palestinian Election Law No. (1) of the year 
1995

Opposition from some parties, including Hamas, to 
the elections and Oslo.
16 electoral districts.

Participating factions

20/1/1996
First General Elections 

(Presidential and Legislative)

Presidential Elections Legislative Elections

Fatah Movement
Palestinian People's Party (FIDA)
A number of independentsTimeline of Palestinian Elections

Exploring Palestinian Elections

Amendment on Law 13

Increasing the number of seats in 
the Legislative Council to 16 seats.

The Palestinian Basic Law of 2002
2002

Specified the term of the Legislative Council and 
the President during the transitional phase, 

without setting a timeframe for its end.

The Roadmap for Peace initiative (United 
States, European Union, Russia, United 

Nations) and the establishment of a Palestinian 
state by 2005.

The establishment of the 
Central Election Comission

The Amended Basic Law of 2003
2003

The 2nd Intifada

2000

Unilateral withdrawal of the Israeli 
Occupation from the Gaza Strip, without 

ending Israeli control over its borders, thus 
resulting in its blockade.

Amendment to Law No. 13

1/12/2004

The first elections cycle
2005

Presidential Elections

Local Elections

Election Law No. 9 of the year 2005

Election Law No. 10 of the year 2005

Despite the reforms introduced by the 
law, several issues emerged during 

its implementation.

Led to the 
cancellation of

Law by Decree

2005

• Repealing Election Law No. 13 of 1995 and its 
amendments

• Raising the number of seats in the Legislative 
Council from 88 to 132

• Enhancing the role of the Central Elections 
Commission in administering the electoral 
process

• Raising the minimum age for presidential 
candidates from 35 to 40 years

• Introducing a women's quota system to ensure 
female representation in electoral lists.

• Electing the president by simple majority.

• The law assigned the organization of local 
elections to the Central Elections Commission

Outbreak of armed clashes 
between Fatah and Hamas in 

Gaza

2007

2007

"It led to the repeal of Election Law No. (9) of 
2005, under which the last legislative elections 

had been held. The decree included a 
fundamental shift in the electoral system, as 

the mixed system was replaced with a system 
of full proportional representation."

Decree Law No. (1) regarding the elections for 
the year 2007

2008
Decree-Law No. (9) of the year 2008

• Granting legal legitimacy to the appointment policy

• Granting the government the needed power of dissolution 
of the local councils

According to Article No. (111) of Election Law 
No. (9) of the year 2005.

The “end” of 
President Abbas’s 

and the Legislative 
Council’s terms

2010

The third elections cycle
2017

The second elections cycle
2012

Local ElectionsLocal Elections

No elections have taken place in Gaza since 2005

Widespread welcome 
among Palestinians for 

the upcoming legislative 
and presidential 

elections.

15/1/2021

Elections! 

Hurray!

Elections! Hurray!

Local elections (2021–2012) were conducted according to Law No. 10 of 2005.

20222021
The forth elections cycle

29/4/2021
The three election cycles were postponed 

indefinitely by a unilateral decision from Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas.

What happened

Presidential 
Elections

31/7/2021

Legislative 
Elections

22/5/2021

Formation of the
 Palestinian National Council

31/8/2021

Local Elections Local Elections

The forth elections cycle

2012

Decree-Law No. (9) of the year 2012

The elections were done on intervals

2017

Decree-Law No. (2) of the year 2017

Amendment to the Local 
Authorities Councils Election 

Law of 2005.

11/1/2021

Decree-Law No. (1) of the year 2021

The candidate must comply with the 
Amended Basic Law of 2003

Proposed / Desired

Emphasis on the separation of 
powers and the political 

participation of the 
Palestinian people

Reviving the democratic 
process in Palestine

Presidential elections
Legislative elections

Local elections

Amendment to Decree-Law No. (1) of 2007.

Amendment to the presidential election 
mechanism

Article 2/9 granted the President of the 
Authority the authority to replace any 
member of the Central Elections 
Commission at any time

The candidate must commit to the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) and the 
Declaration of Independence

Legislative Council members wishing to run 
for president are required to submit their 
resignation from the council
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